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Storyline: Project Maquette Maastricht 1748 (Project Maastricht Model 1748), 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ά!ŀƴ ƘŜǘ ǿŜǊƪΩ όάDŜǘting to workέύ. (partly in Dutch) 
 

Theme coordinator + 
storyline secretary: 

Theme coordinator: Eric Wetzels 
Storyline authors: Eric Wetzels (first author), Gilbert Soeters, Joes Minis 

Involved: 
 
This document: 

Municipality of Maastricht/Centre Céramique (historical info by E. 
Wetzels, G. Soeters, J. Minis). 
E. Wetzels (original four-fold explanation of the maquette-project and 
this synopsis. 
Contribution Tongeren: Steven Vandewal 

Version + date: 
 

Version 1.0 (23rd of August 2021) 
Editoral review: 24 November 2021 

 

 

Table of content: 

1. Introduction: the scoop of the theme. Explanation of the storyline. 

 

2. Subject and context: the situation, the historical period, the connections with other domains 

and the relevance and importance of the storyline. 

 

3. Historical information: the general historical information, interpretation and content. 

 

4. Different perspectives: the different perspectives of the partners involved. 

 

5. Where to visit: fysical remains, objects, relics, sites to visit, things to see.  

 

6. Storyline products: a list of products to this storyline 

 

7. Literature and further information. 

 

Note: the base for this synopsis is a document in Dutch, specifically written for the accountability of the four 

ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άaŀǉǳŜǘǘŜ aŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘ мтпуέ όάaŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘ aƻŘŜƭ 

мтпуέύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ /ŞǊŀƳƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ aŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘΣ 

starting in October 2021. This accountability document incorporates the explanation of stories and choices for 

four narratives, all of them playing in the period around 1748 (one in 1748-1800). That means that the 

historical background, the used model and the applied techniques are the same for all of the four narratives. 

For the four synopsises this general background info is copied. Only the narratives themselves differ and of 

course the way in which they are told. 
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The actors who played the filmscripts for the augmented reality images, did this based on a  

written script, in front of a green screen, where the video was recorded.  

Then the images were cut out, edited and pasted into the animated model. 

Video: Dutch Rose Media, images: idem. 

 

 

This is Marie who wants to become a cloth weaver,  

who goes looking for forger Bellerose en winds up in a tavern called  

Ω5Ŝ ²ƛƴǘƳƻƭŜƴ ƛƴ the Grote Staat, near the Vrijthof-square. 

Video: Dutch Rose Media, image: idem. 
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1. Introduction:  

 

Craftsmanship: Ψ/ǊŀŦǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΩ. 

 

Until the start of the Industrial Revolution the execution of craftsmanship took place inside the 

cities. Before 1800 every town had specialized craftsmen, who where organised in guilds. Those 

craftsmen were well educated en delivered the best quality. The euregio was succesful in woven 

linen, leather production, copper smithing, weaponry, standing clocks, wooden funiture, silver 

works of art, books and the art of printing, stucco, glass - and ceramic production. This high quality 

production brought a lot of merchants and traders to the euregio. And as a result wealth. Obvious 

that this could also lead to economical pioneering during the later Industrial Revolution. 

 

The narrative  

In this narrative the woman [Marie] originates from a nearby town outside of Maastricht. She wants 

to get settled as a cloth weaver (lakenwever) in Maastricht, just like her father was in Liege. But in 

the 18th c Maastricht it wasnΩt easy for a woman to become a guild member, which was neccessary 

to enter the town of MŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ aŀǊƛŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ŀ ƭƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ - 

but hey - what else could she do? Well, she could get maried with a male Maastricht-citizen. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

the easy way. But Marie is and wants to stay an independant woman. Being ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 

being seen as a prostitute (a woman alone and independant!), and also the risk of not being able to 

earn her own income. In the 18th c women were not equal to men. The Austrian Succesion War 

(1740-1748) was also started because of a woman (Maria Theresia) who was not accepted as the 

legal successor of het father Charles VI. So Marie is obliged to enter the criminal world to get what 

she wants. So she needs to find the famous and notorious falsifier Bellerose and she will ask him to 

write a false letter of recommendation. And she makes sure she looks like a man. Of course this is a 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘout difficulties. Masterforger Bellerose is the man to find, after an 

adventurous tour through 18th c Maastricht, which was not very chique at that time. She goes from 

bar to bar and from tavern to inn. She starts at café ΨSurlevilleΩ in the Nieuwstraat and goes to tavern 

ΨDe WintmolenΩ on the corner of the current Grote Staat and the Helmstraat. These ΨetablissementǎΩ 

really did exist in the middle of the 18th c. Of course many forgers did their jobs in the dark taverns 

and inns of Maastricht, where they could act their illegal activities in the midst of all the fuss and 

noise, between the wine rummers and the pots of beer. In the end Marie of course finds Bellerose. 

In this narrative the aspect of being adressed to on the streets also plays a role. People did this when 

they expected someting ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǊ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ 

because the police as we know them, didnΩt exist in those days. The magistrate (in Dutch: the 

ΨǎŎƘƻǳǘΩύ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ 

one had to be arrested because of a crime or misdemeanor. Sometmes the safe keeping was done 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ό5ǳǘŎƘΥ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎƘǳǘǘŜǊǎΩύΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǳƛƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

handle longbows/handbows, crossbows/footbows and (later) rifles. In the earlier days - before 

Maastricht was continuouly occupied by a steady garrison ς they kept watch on the town walls and 

defended the town. Groups of guild members sometimes also kept watch or helped during citizen 

disturbances. Military soldiers were also present in town since 1567, but their actions were 

restricteŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻǊƪΩΦ 

The police as we know them (municipal police, state police, and military police), are an invention of 

the French. This system was introduced in the Netherlands (and stayed practically until today) by the 



 

Terra Mosana   -   Workpackage 2   -   Deliverable No. DT 2.2.1 (M)   
Craftsmanship - Maastricht Model 1748 - ΨGetting to WorkΩ   -   definitive version 

 

6 

French government, after the siege of Maastricht in 1794 by the French Republican troups. In the 

middle and northern part of the Netherlands this system was introduced after proclaining the 

Batavian Republic in 1795. Bǳǘ ΨƻǳǊ aŀǊƛŜΩ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 

city and she finds her forger Bellerose, after which she will finally be able to execute her craft of 

cloth weaver. When she is at least not exposed in the meantime Χ 

 

2. Subject and context:  

 

What is the storyline about? 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅƭƛƴŜ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪέ όƛƴ 5ǳǘŎƘΥ έ!ŀƴ ƘŜǘ ǿŜǊƪέύ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘǎƳŀƴκƎǳƛƭŘ-issue. 

Guilds played a very important role in medieval society, but the rules were set by men, which had as 

a consequence that women were excluded on many aspects. The focus in this story is on a woman 

who wants to become a member of a guild, to be sure she will be accepted and can get settled as a 

citizen of Maastricht. The choice for a woman in this storyline is a deliberate one, because women 

were not easily allowed to become members of a guild, certainly not when they were citizens from 

another town; call it a double handicap. For Maastricht-citizen-women it was possible, under certain 

rules. The example of our Marie (a fictive name) was taken from a real existing historical example of 

a woman who dressed and lived like a male soldier in the army in Breda (Brabant) and even got 

ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ όάŘŜ .ǊŜŘŀǎŜ ƘŜƭŘƛƴƴŜέΣ YŜǊǎǘŜƳŀƴΣ мтрмκмфууύ. The Marie-from-Breda-example makes it 

possible to highlight an underexposed aspect in history: the role of women. For Terra Mosana this is 

a deliberate choice because the role of men in historical sources and in history writing is over-

represented. This can be explained for two reasons: sources and research. Firstly because women 

are unjustly subordinate in historical sources; a consequence of their societal position, but certainly 

also a consequence of the fact that most historical sources are written by men. Secondly because 

the role which women played in the past is still insufficiently researched and still inadequately told. 

The main reason for this issue is the over-representation of men in historical science in past times; 

since more woman do research on history and write historical essays in the last couple of decades, 

the role of women in history is slightly improved.  

The reason that women were not easily allowed as guild members was not based on the assumption 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŎǊŀŦǘǎƳŜƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΦ {ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

(where men played the leading role) wouldnΩt automatically let them. Society in western-Europa was 

largely patriarchal. There was however a legitimate reason when woman could be a guild member: 

when a man (a guild member) died, his spouse ς now a widow - was allowed to take over his place. 

But only until the widow eventually got married again. Then she had to turn over her membership to 

her (new) husband. In different towns and different guilds, the admission rules for women could also 

differ. It is not easy to state what was true in general. Henk Thewissen gives in his monography on 

guilds in Maastricht (2007) examples of women who became a guild member. It is difficult to 

conclude definitively on this subject. But is was not an equal situation, thatΩs certain. In her 

conclusion Ariadne Schmidt (indeed, a female researcher who did research on female inclusion in 

the labor market) states it as follows (2007, in Dutch, page 176ύΥ ά5Ŝ ƳŜŜǎǘŜ ƎƛƭŘŜƴ ǎƭƻǘŜƴ ǾǊƻǳǿŜƴ 

uit van volwaardig lidmaatschap en vrijwel alle gilden sloten vrouwen uit van machtsposities. 

Vrouwen dankten hun positie in gilden vaak aan die van een mannelijke verwant. De status van het 

gildelid berustte in sterke mate op de positie van het hoofd van het huishouden. Volgens de normen 

was dit hoofd de vertegenwoordiger van het gezin, idealiter de kostwinner en in veel gevallen man. 

De acceptatie van weduwen als gildeleden moet eveneens in dit licht worden gezien: zij namen de 

taken waar zolang zij hoofd van het huishouden waren.έ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΥ άǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

from full membership of guilds and certainly of powerful positions. Admission was primarily based 
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on the idea of having the main house income όǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜƴ ŘƛŘύέΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ ǿhen women were 

allowed to become a guild member, than certainly never in a hierarchical position. 

 

 

3. Historical information:  

 

3.1 Historical info on guilds 

 

Historical background 

Guilds were a soort of professional craft-associations, which show a slight resemblance to the labor 

unions of our time, and also huge differences. Nowadays the labor unions protect the labor workers 

againts the employers. In the earlier days the guilds protected the quality of manufacturing in the 

first place, secondly the profession of the craftsmen. And indirectly of course guilds protected the 

(minimum) prices and foreign infiltration of cheap labor and bad quality. In Maastricht a guild was 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŀƳōŀŎƘǘΩΣ ƴƻǘ ΨƎƛƭŘŜΩ (guild), which they are called in the rest of the Netherlands. ΨAmbachtΩ όŀ 

profession) in Dutch refers to ΨcraftsmanshipΩ. The Dutch word for craftsmanship however is 

vakmanschap (a competence). Theses guilds acted as profession al associations in the medieval and 

post-medieval towns, who did lobbying, organised quality checks and trained pupils into 

professionals. Almost all professions of groups of professions were organised in guilds. To be able to 

live in Maastricht - ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ aŀŀǎǘricht -  you had to become a freeman 

(poorter) or citizen (burger). Then it was possible (and mandatory!) to become member of a guild. 

Connected to these aspects were the citizen-oath and the guild-oath. As part of being a freeman or 

citizen one had to donate a leather fire-extinguishing-bucket to the town and be prepared to offer 

communal help for the community of the town in case of neccesity. Next to that it was mandatory to 

be member of a guild to be allowed to work in Maastricht. To become a member one had to 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛƭŘΩǎ ǘƛƭƭΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

ŘŜƎǊŜŜ όŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΩύΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǳƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

town. The guilds were abolished per ultimo 17th of January 1798, after the French classified 

Maastricht as being part of the French Republic in 1795. 

The oldest structures and associations  

The oldest versiosn of professional associations date from the early Middle !ƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

show the structure and the formal position of the later guilds (ambachten). This development took 

place after 1000 AD, as more or less incoherent settlements started to get more coherence and a 

more urban structure. This urban structure was the consequence of a situation in which craftsmen 

concentrated and united themselves and no longer were mere serfs of a lord, but doing so became 

self-employed and independent economical actors and factors.  

The merchants and traders (the mercatores) probably were the first to withdraw hemselves from 

this serfdom and subordination and became wealthy enough to become a political factor and to 

unwrestle themsleves from this disenfranchised position. The oldest guild-documents of Maastricht 

(Statutes) date from 1276 and originate from the wool weaver-guild (wolweversambacht). Guilds 

were them acknowledged by the municipal double-dominial government of Maastricht (stedelijke 

tweeherige overheid) and the statues an regulatiosn were approved by this government. Acting so, 

the guilds became part of the formal structure of the medieval town, even with a certain judicial 

power. De craftsmen and their guildhalls (άƭǳƛōŜƴέΣ άƭeǳōŜƴέ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ aŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘύ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

certain parts of the town and in certain streets. Current streetnames still reŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƭǳƛōŜƴέΥ 

Witmakerstraat (refers to fur tanning), Looiersstraat (leather tanning), Smedenstraat (forging metal). 
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Also these places were logically located: for milling, tanning, dying and fish-merchants the vicinity of 

water was neccessary so they were situated close tot he Meuse of Jeker (Geer). Guilds who were 

focussed on markets and trade are found in the centre of the town, like butchers (Achter het 

Vleeshuis/Behind the Abbatoir) and bakers (Stokstraat). Moreover, Maastricht is so much of a 

compact town, that almost every street or location is as well as near the river, as well as part of the 

town centre. 

How did the Maastricht guilds function? 

In the 18th c Maastricht had 23 guilds: brewers and bakers, butchers, boatsmen, hammersmiths, 

millers, ƳŀǎƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ άƪǊŜƳŜǊǎέΣ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŜƴΣ 

distillers, coppersmiths, plumbers, wig-makers, rope-makers, etc, etc. Also two brotherhoods 

(broederschappen) existed, for handwagons (stootwagens) and bag carriers (zakkendragers) and 

ŀƭǎƻ ǘǿƻ ΨƎƛƭŘŜǎΩ όƴƻt ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨŀƳōŀŎƘǘΩύ ŦƻǊ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƛǎǘǎ (apothekers) and charioteers (voerlieden). 

!ǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƛƴ aŀŀǎǘǊƛƪŎƧǘ DǳƛƭŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƳōŀŎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻƳŜ ΨƎƛƭŘŜǎΩ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

ǘǿƻ ΨƎƛƭŘŜǎΩ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎioanl asociation of lesser importance, and had no representation in the 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƳōŀŎƘǘŜƴΩ ŘƛŘΦ  

Originally people who wanted to become a member of a guild, had to pay (six Rhinelandish 

goldguilders in 1500 AD), an amount of money that was determined by the councel of the town. 

When someone was admitted to a guild, teh first obligation was to be a citizen, and secondly to 

donate a financial contribution to a public cause, for instance money to maintain the Meuse bridge 

(2 guilders in 1668/1715). Thier meetings were regulated and without a proper cause, no meeting 

was allowed. Consent from the two mayers of the double Maastricht government (of Liege and of 

Brabant; the double dominiality!) was mandatory. Every guild suggested two guild-masters (one 

being katholic/Liegois and one protestant/Brabantienne). They were representatives of the guild and 

formal collocutor (gesprekspartner) of the undivided Magistrate (the Liegois-Brabantienne municipal 

board). The guild-masters were also judges (keurmeester) and callibration masters (ijkmeester) and 

they checked the guild account on a yearly base and presented them to the council for approval. 

Disputs between guilds were not to be litigated independently, but had to be presented to the 

άcommissarissen-decisseursέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭŜǊǎΣ ŀƴƴŜȄ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIƻƻƎƳƻƎŜƴŘŜƴέΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜƴ-Generaal (de States of Holland, accorinding to a 

mention from 1688). 

Tense situations occured when large groups of military were stationed inside the walls of Maastricht, 

because in these groups also shoemakers, tailors, and hammersmiths were present. They travelled 

along with the military. The risk was feared that these craftsmen would not only work for the 

military, but also for the citizens (being cheaper, delivering less quality, or both). Of course this was 

seen als a form of distortion of competition and the local guilds protested against these practises 

ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛŜǊŎŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎǊŀŦǘǎƳŜƴΩ Ǝƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

for the military only, and that when they needed help, exclusively help from the local guilds of 

Maastricht was permitted (mention of 1729). 

The pharmacists in Maastricht werenΩt yet organised in a guild in 1748. In 1579 this group even was 

ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴǎ όǘƘŜ ΨŎƘƛǊǳǊƎƛƧƴŜƴΩύ ƛƴ ŀ joint guild. Surgeons 

όΨŎƘƛǊǳǊƎƛƧƴŜƴΩύ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ, mostly barbers who were handy with a knife. Opposite 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ΨƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŜǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

the human body and diagnosticated their patients. The pharmacists and pillmongers (pillendraaiers) 

were responsable for the production of medication. In the late medieval period in Maastricht 

pharmcists already occur in Maastricht, who took care of the fabrication of healing powders and 

ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ мтсл ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƻǇŀŜšƴΩ όƘŀƴŘōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ 
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doctors (the theoretical physicians) visited the pharmacists and checked wether the fabrication of 

medicien was doen in a reliable way. In case of poor quality, the Magistrate could close a pharmacy. 

Not until 1762 the pharmacists were permitted to establish their own guild.  

 

3.2 Historical information on the period 1748: 

French expansion drives 

The expansionism of the French kings in the 17th and 18th centuries arose from the desire for 

natural borders. The old enemy England had been driven from the mainland and the Atlantic Ocean 

formed the hard frontier to the west. In Central Europe lay a large empire of the House of Habsburg 

(the Roman-German Empire, including many present-day Central European and Southern European 

countries). This Habsburg Empire was contested by the French in the west, the Turks in the east and 

the Prussians and Bavarians in the north. However, the northwestern border area (the Low 

Countries) was a recurring battle. According to the French, the Rhine should become the northern 

border. 

 

After the death of the Austrian Emperor Charles VI in 1740, the so-called Austrian Succession War 

began, which lasted from 1740 to 1748. Maria Theresa of Austria was the daughter and successor of 

the Habsburg Charles VI, who was Roman-German emperor, king of Hungary, Croatia and Bohemia 

and Archduke of Austria. Although Maria Theresa was his desired successor - something that was 

laid down in the drafted 'pragmatic sanction' - she was not prepared by her father to rule the 

country and she was not recognized as successor by several surrounding monarchs. Her throne was 

contested by France, Spain, Bavaria, Poland and Prussia. This resulted in several wars, sieges and 

battles in many places in Europe, but also in the east of Europe and even in the United States, where 

the English and the French respectively had interests. Maastricht was also attacked. Maastricht was 

Dutch territory and was in the line of fire and for the French it was one of the important strategic 

strongholds to be captured. After taking Maastricht, the French could move further north. 

 

In 1747 the French made a first attempt to take Maastricht. About 140,000 soldiers were divided 

between two warring camps: the French attackers and the allied defenders. The city was put on the 

defensive, supplies of food were gathered, livestock was brought within the city walls for future food 

supply, and huge quantities of weapons, gunpowder and ammunition were brought into the city. 

The large army of allies - consisting of English, Austrians and Staatsen (Dutch) - managed to prevent 

a capture. 
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The attacks on Maastricht in 1748. North is on the left of the image. Fort Sint Pieter in the lower right corner of 

the screen was able to shell the attackers from the south. Most attacks, however, were carried out on the 

northern Boschpoort, which is why Fort Willem was to be built in 1815 in the north. 

Source: RHCL Collection Cremers 80 

 

In the spring of 1748, the French returned and started a siege right on the borders of the city. The 

city was defended by a smaller defense army of the States General and mainly Austrian troops, who 

had entrenched themselves in the city. That siege was successful. At the beginning of April 1748 the 

siege started. The shelling started on April 21. The main attack focused on the northern Boschpoort. 

This gate was also attacked from Wyck, north of the Maartenspoort. There are reports of bombs 

falling in the city center, but those were incidents. The city walls 

and gates were the target, not the buildings within the city. City 

commander Baron Hobbe van Aylva defended Maastricht full of 

fire. Several hundred were killed. On April 30, 1748, the Peace of 

Aachen was concluded, dictated by the English and the French, 

whereby all kinds of European territories changed hands. The 

message about the Peace of Aachen reached Maastricht on 3 May 

1748. On 7 May 1748 the city capitulated and on 10 May 1748 the 

Allies left Maastricht and retreated to Den-Bosch, after which the 

French that same day entered the city led by attacker Maurits van 

Saksen and went to the Saint Servatius Church for a mass. 

 

 

 
The State-garisson leaves the town with martial honour,  

after being defeated by the French in 1748. 

Source: RHCL Collectie RAL P-0441-001  
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In July 1748, elaborate feasts were held in Maastricht. Those were of course for the officers and the 

urban elite. The 'ordinary people' were allowed to watch the fireworks, the rich people and had a 

modest party of their own. On October 18, 1748, the actual socalled Peace of Aachen was signed. On 

February 3, 1749, the French withdrew again and Maastricht again fell under Dutch rule, as a result 

of the Peace of Aachen. The battle of 1747 and the siege of 1748 had claimed many lives, injured 

thousands and inflicted enormous material damage on the city. In the meantime, the French had 

measured and described the entire city and its surroundings. In this waȅΣ ǘƘŜ άƳƻŘŜƭ мтпуέ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

later be produced. 

 

 

Maastricht in the center of the image, located on the river Maas, surrounded by numerous villages,  

which suffered greatly when Maastricht was besieged. 

Source: RHCL, Drawings and prints GAM 1230, colored copper engraving by geographer DΩheulland, 1748. 
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Political interconnectedness in Europe 

The whole of the Austrian War of Succession was actually a struggle for power and resources 

between two great families in Europe: the Austrians against the French. In other words: the Catholic 

Habsburg house in Central Europe (Vienna) against the House of Bourbon in France (Western 

Europe). Both had friends and sometimes permanent enemies. France, Spain, Bavaria and Prussia 

formed an alliance. The Austrians managed to forge an alliance with Russia and ruled over Central 

European countries such as Germany (partly), Hungary and Bohemia. Also, the Austrians allied 

themselves with the English - the hereditary enemies of the French. The English were especially 

superior as a naval power during this period, but the French determined politics on the European 

mainland! 

Today's readers can hardly follow who ruled, over what, from when, to when? But even in the 

middle of the eighteenth century, many citizens would hardly have been able to keep track of who 

their ruler was, who their friend and who their enemy. Through conquests, wars, legacies, 

donations, economic alliances, deaths and clever marriage policies, territories were conquered, 

recaptured, taken or ceded. The whole of Europe was de facto connected through marriage and 

many rulers and families were closely intertwined. As intimately intertwined as the three first 

cousins who faced each other in World War I: Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany 

and King George V of Great Britain. Their grandmother Queen Victoria (1819-1901) had 9 children 

 

HOSPITALS 

 

During the battle in 1747 and 1748 there were several temporary military hospitals in the city on fixed 

locations. There were also mobile field hospitals, which were located outside the city. The hospitals located 

within the city were available to the allied troops defending the city, i.e. the non-French troops (those were the 

attackers). Although sometimes even French soldiers were taken in and cared for. The allies consisted of - 

among others ς the Dutch, Austrians, English and Germans (Hannover and Bavaria). More nationalities, such 

as Swedes and Spaniards, have also fought. Maastricht residents will probably also have fought, but they are 

not mentioned by name. They probably belonged to the States troops. 

The Maastricht military hospital, which had been in existence since about 1673 (a.k.a. the garrison hospital, 

which was also available in peacetime) was housed in the Oude Minderbroederklooster. Not in the church, 

which now houses the archive reading room, but in the monastic buildings behind it. 

 We also know about the following war hospitals in Maastricht: 

 ω !ƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ όƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴύ 

ω ¢ǿƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ό{ǘŀǘŜύ ŀǊƳȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƻƴƛŜǘŜƴƪƭƻƻǎǘŜǊ όaŀŀǎǘǊƛŎƘǘ-west, in the 

north) and in the monastery of Sint Andries (Maastricht-west, Sphinx terrain). 

ω ! ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ ƎŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ϥƎƭŀȊŜǊƛŜϥΣ ŀǘ {ƛƴǘ 

Maartenspoort (Maastricht-east/Wyck) 

 ω ! ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ ƎŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ (outside Maastricht, in the Land van Valkenburg). 

In addition, several monasteries in the city had been converted into hospitals. Known are: 

 ω ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳƛǘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳƛǘ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ 

 ω ¢ƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 ω ¢ƘŜ WŜǎǳƛǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƴear the OLV-plein, in the Oude Schouwburg) 

ω ¢ƘŜ {aint Nicolas Church (the parish church next to the Our Lady's Church, which was a 

collegiate church 

 ω !ƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎϥ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƴǘ {ŜǊǾŀŀǎƎŀǎǘƘǳƛǎ 
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and 42 grandchildren, who connected almost all European royal houses through cleverly arranged 

marriages. Europe as the scene of family feuds and power politics. 

 

The Euregion in the middle of the 18th century 

Since 1839, the current Euregio consists of three countries (the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany) 

and currently has five regions (Dutch Limburg, Belgian Limburg, Wallonia, Deutschsprachige 

Gemeinschaft in Belgium, North Rhine-Westphalia). In the middle of the eighteenth century, the 

Euregio was an incoherent part of the Southern Netherlands and of the Holy Roman Empire, 

consisting of a great variety of small principalities, lordships, subordinate areas, independent areas 

and more or less autonomous city-states, such as Maastricht, Liège and Aachen. The Prince-Bishop 

of Liège and the States of Holland (Duke of Brabant) ruled over the dual-lordship Maastricht. By 

cleverly playing both rulers off against each other, Maastricht managed to achieve a more or less 

autonomous position, in which the two chapters - Onze Lieve Vrouwe and Saint Servatius - only 

tolerated the pope and did not wish to answer to anyone else. Liège was a prince-bishopric, in fact 

autonomous and directly subordinate to the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. But de facto 

independent. The prince-bishop ruled over Liège, who possessed a combined secular and religious 

power. He also ruled Tongeren. Aachen was a Imperial city and was under the direct rule of the 

Emperor. So also: actually autonomous, because the emperor was far away. Jülich knew other rulers: 

the dukes of the principality of Palts-Sulzbach. Jülich (Dutch: Gullik) was a duchy with its capital at 

Jülich and also belonged to the Holy Roman Empire. Jülich was considered part of the Bavarian 

sphere of influence and was thus a friend of France. As part of the Southern Netherlands, Liège 

should have been part of the barrier state (viewed from the north) but was also the first expansion 

target (viewed from the south). Liège had thought it could play a neutral role in the War of the 

Austrian Succession. But since Liège had elected Karel Theodore of Bavaria - brother of the Bavarian 

King Karel Albrecht - as Prince-Bishop of Liège in 1744, an implicit stance had been taken alongside 

the French and against the Austrians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maastricht in the middle of the 18th century 

About 12,000 people lived in the city in the middle of the 18th century. There was also a garrison 

stationed (in peacetime) of approximately 4,000 soldiers. In war time this mounted up to 

approximately 12,000 soldiers. They had to be accommodated and they were billeted in institutions 

such as churches and monasteries and also in private households (citizens), sometimes even in 

canonical houses. Depending on the size of their house, they were designated for this purpose by a 

'biljetteerder' (an example of the placement of officers in different houses by such a servant can be 

found in the Maasgouw of 30 June 1894, no. 12, p 45-46). He put a note on every door stating how 

CONNECTIONS IN 1748 

 

In September 1749, the postal line between Maastricht and Venlo was established. In December 1749 the one 

between Maastricht and Breda. At the Peace of Aachen in May 1748 military courier services on horseback 

were used between Maastricht and Aachen. 

How long did it take a fast courier to drive from Aachen to Maastricht and back with an answer in his pocket? 

A whole hour. A good horse runs an average of 60 kilometers per hour. The distance between Maastricht and 

Aachen is approximately 25 km one way and in the city a horse naturally runs a little slower. The courier also 

has to wait for an answer. The horse rested in its own time. 
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many military were to be housed there. The local mayor was responsible for carrying out this task. 

So the civilian authority and not the military commander of the garrison! We know of well 

documented and explicit examples of this from Tongeren. The officers were - of course - housed in 

'good houses'. The ordinary soldiers in less prominent places. The officers were often nobles 

anyway, who saw their military adventures as a game of the nobility. The soldiers took the risks, not 

the noblemen. The military took into account the need to accommodate about 4,000 wounded. Also 

the hundreds or even thousands of dead (Battle of Lafelt, 1747) had to be buried somewhere. Such 

mass graves outside the city have not yet been identified. However, several group burials have been 

found in the city, which may be related to such battles. Large quantities of cast-iron canon balls are 

known from the shooting in 1748. Many were fired at the Boschpoort, but also at Wyck. Only the 

city walls and defenses would be shelled, but in the end there was also a lot of 'collateral damage' in 

the city. Was that malicious intent or "accident" due to miscalculations and misaligned and 

misdirected guns? 

 

 

 

 

1748 is the year in which Maastricht was besieged and captured, 

but also the year in which the most famous Maastricht resident 

ever was born: Jan Pieter Minckelers, who has been rightly honored  

with a large statue in the market since 1904. 

Source: RHCL, Photo collection GAM 11065. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARRISON 

The main function of the garrison of Maastricht, 

which was stationed inside the city, was to 

guard the city gates and administer the city 

keys. The garrison guarded the gates day and 

night, and kept watch on the ramparts of the 

city, on the rondels and watched the posterns 

(small gates along the Meuse, at the sluices and 

on dirt roads). In the evening the gates were 

locked. The keys were kept in the Hoofdwacht on 

the Vrijthof. We still have the original keys and 

the leather bags they came in. 
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The dual lordship or condominium 

Governing Maastricht was a complex matter, as mentioned above. The city had two lords, two 

chapters and a military governor/garrison commander. The two lords were the representatives of 

the Duke of Brabant on the one hand and the Prince-Bishop of Liège on the other. A situation that 

goes back a long way but is provable from the thirteenth century. In 1204 the Imperial part of the 

city was loaned by the German king to the Duke of Brabant. The Prince-Bishop of Liège had been in 

power for centuries over the oldest part of the city, which is believed to be the site of the first 

bishop's church. The Liege-Brabant situation was put in writing in De Alde Caerte (1284) and the 

mutual division ς which had existed for a long time ς was recorded. The power of Brabant passed to 

the States of Holland in 1632, a situation that still existed in 1748. Liège rights remained unchanged 

all those centuries. This system only came to an end after the capture of Maastricht by the French in 

1794. Apart from this complex administrative situation, which resulted in two mayors, two sheriffs, 

two series of aldermen and two councils, after which the undivided council ς that means the 

Brabantienne side, as well as the Liègois-side - had to take decisions, there were also two powerful 

chapters. The seeds of these two chapters lay in the aforementioned old episcopal see in the original 

Roman core of Maastricht, from which the Our Lady's Chapter arose. It has roots to at least the year 

1000, but possibly goes back further. The other chapter was that of Saint Servatius, which started in 

the stone funerary church that Bishop Monulfus built on the old Roman cemetery above the Vrijthof. 

The two still existing city churches are the material testimonies of those two positions. This meant 

that two Roman Catholic forces were present in the city, which from 1632 were also supplemented 

with (sometimes contested by) Calvinist/Protestant forces, which were mainly linked to the 

administration of the States-General. There was a constant struggle about the division of power, 

whereby the jealousy as to whether the Liège and Brabant power had been properly divided, 

continued to exist. The chapters dƛŘƴΩǘ tolerate any power other than that of the Pope above them, 

but the States' secular rulers did interfere, for example, with the appointment of the abbots of the 

Antonites, who (the abbots) therefore had no support from their fellow-brothers and were 

constantly in strife and lived in conflict. 

In addition to these four administrative forces, there was also a fifth force: the military force. A 

garrison had been stationed in the city continuously since 

1567. The governor or commander of that garrison ς always 

supplied starting in 1632 by the States troops, in other words 

by Holland ς did not govern the city on a formal basis, but had 

an almost unlimited mandate in wartime. The military 

governor also used it a lot. The elite visitors to the city were 

therefore often received first by the military governor or city 

commander and not by the Liège or Brabant mayor, who 

came in second (or even third) place. This whole of pulling 

and pushing created such a dynamic that the local rulers (one 

of the five, or all five 'together') functioned as a kind of 

autonomous and uncontrolled city government. A city-state 

of approximately 255 hectares. That is calculated not only 

within the city walls (114 hectares), but including the 

fortifications located outside the city walls as well. 
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3.3 Historical info on the Maquette Maastricht/Maastricht Model 1748 

Historical background of the model's existence 

For planning their military strategies and the defense of conquered fortified towns, the French made 

active use of 'plans reliefs', or models. Not only the parts of the city located within the walls were 

accurately mapped, but also the surrounding landscape. Streets, houses, squares and important 

buildings were measured by means of minute drawings. We no longer have the individual 

measurements. The collected cahiers with minute drawings that form the basis of the model 

however are preserved. Also the model itself still exists. The model from 1748 was not the first 

model of Maastricht. After the conquest of the city in 1673, a model has already been made, 

possibly by the fortification engineer Sauvage, with the idea of large-scale adaptations of the 

fortifications itself, which were later carried out by military engineer Sébastien de Vauban in the 

period 1673-1678. Sauvage built a total of 11 models of strategic cities such as Maastricht in the 

period from 1668 to 1695. Unfortunately none of them have survived. After 1680 the models lost 

their purely military function. From this period onwards, the models were mainly regarded as 

prestige objects. Stories and drawings clearly indicate this. The engineers no longer focussed solely 

on the pure military functionality, but also the entire environment and the true colors were 

described for making the model. In total 260 models were made by the French in the middle of the 

18th century, of which 102 remain. These models can be viewed in Lille, including a model of the city 

of Maastricht.  

 

 

The model is made of wood, cardboard and paper. 

Photo: E. Wetzels, 2018 
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The copy of the 'Paris' model as made between 1974 and 1978.  

Source: Centre Céramique. 

The model from 1748 is wonderfully well preserved. It was a real showpiece. After manufacture, the 

model ended up in the Louvre, the city palace of Louis XV in Paris. Ultimately, the Maastricht model - 

together with other models from the same period - ended up in the attic of the Dômes des Invalides 

in Paris, and later in the twentieth century moved to the Musée des Beaux Arts in Lille. In the 1970s, 

the άCentrale Werkplaats Instructiemiddelenέ in de Trip van Zoutlandtkazerne te Breda (an 

institution in a military barrack in Breda) made a manual copy of the original model, which was 

received with great enthusiasm, interest and bravado by the Maastricht city council. Both the 

original and the copy have a scale of 1 to 600. Some parts of the city are incorrectly scaled, especially 

towers. Furthermore, the original and the copy are very accurate. An important separate part of the 

model - the old Maasbrug - has been positioned mirror-like on the model all these years; the eastern 

bridge landing (in Wyck) lands on the western bank. Originally this part was probably placed 

correctly. A film by the άWerkgroep Maquette Maastrichtέ also dates from that time of the 

ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇȅ όά! ǘƛƳŜ ǇƛǊƻǳŜǘǘŜ on an eighteenth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƳƻŘŜƭέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ŀƴ 

endoscopic camera to give a picture of the streets, squares and buildings of the past. After years of 

being displayed in the Bonnefantenmuseum, the model has been on display on the fourth floor of 

the municipal Centre Céramique since around 2000. Only the walled core of the town is set up there, 

the surrounding areas are kept in depot. 

  

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breda

