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I. Introduction:  

 

The moving Central Places theme explains the fact that the territory covered by the Terra 

Mosana project has known several central places. Contrary to neighboring regions, in the 

Terra Mosana territory, the seeds of temporal, spiritual or judicial power moved several times.  

 

Initially, the territory was a Roman city - state (civitas) before being a diocese in the modern 

sense. This territory has known various forms of unity (political, religious, cultural, economic, 

...) for about 15 centuries, from 10 BC (approximate date of the creation of the city of 

Tongeren) until 1559 AD, date of the reform of the dioceses of Philip II of Spain which 

considerably reduced the size of the medieval diocese. 

 

Like other city - states and regions of the Gallo-Roman provinces, the Civitas Tungrorum was 

likely the basis for the constitution of the diocese of the Christian Church, which took the 

name of its new capital Liege around the 8th century. From then on, the medieval texts refer 

to Civitas Leodium, which is translated as the bishopric or diocese of Liège, whose borders 

remained until 1559. During the Middle Ages and besides Tongres Maastricht and Liege, the 

important cities of this diocese were notably Louvain, Looz, Aachen, Limburg, Namur, 

Bouillon. 

 

Before the achievement of the roman conquest during the 1st century BC, the Eburons were 

occupying the territory corresponding to the current provinces of Liege, Belgian and Dutch 

Limburg and the region of Aachen. Although several hypotheses exist on this subject, the 

location of their capital, Atuatuca, is still unknown today. When the Romans had completed 

their conquest, they created a new municipality, capital of the city – state: civitas Tungrorum. 

They founded and named its capital "Atuatuca Tungrorum" (today Tongeren).  

 

In addition to an administrative and economic center, Tongeren became, at the latest from 

the 4th century, the see of a bishopric which took its name. From that time also, the bishops 

exercised judicial power. In the 6th century, the bishop's see was transferred to Maastricht by 

St Monulphe. Indeed, since the middle of the 5th century Tongeren has been almost deserted. 

Maastricht on the contrary was a living and fortified city.  

 

At the end of the 7th century, or at the beginning of the 8th century, the Bishop of Tongeren-

Maastricht Lambert was killed in Liege. He was first buried in Maastricht but, following the 

emotion caused by his death, the site of his assassination became a place of pilgrimage. In 718 

at the latest, his body was brought back to Liège for a secondary burial. The see of the 

bishopric followed and was also transferred to Liege, probably at the end of the 8th century. 

In 985, the Bishop of Liege also became a temporal lord who ruled over an area directly under 

the authority of the Emperor of the Holy German Empire.  

 

At the end of the 8th century, after Jupille, Chèvremont and Herstal (both located close to 

Liege) another Carolingian palace gained importance: Aachen became preferred residence of 

Charlemagne. He died there and was buried in the Palatine Chapel in 814. It was here that, 

from 936 and for the 600 following years, the Emperors of the Holy Roman Empire were 

crowned. 

 

 



 

Terra Mosana   -   Workpackage 2   -   Deliverable No. DT 2.2.1 (U)   
Central places – ‘From Maastricht to Liège – How the violent death … on the Euregio’   -   definitive version 

 

5 

II. Subject and context:  

 

Situation :  

The Storyline described here focuses on the transfer of the episcopal see from Maastricht to 

Liège as an indirect consequence of the assassination of Saint Lambert in Liège, both a criminal 

case and an historical fact that has conditioned the whole regional history. The geographical 

framework of the storyline described here covers an area on either side of the Lower Meuse 

at a time when, obviously, the Albert Canal did not yet exist.  

 

The sites of Tongeren and Maastricht are located along the Roman road Boulogne - Bavai - 

Tongeren - Cologne. Maastricht takes its name from the bridge that crossed the Meuse at this 

location and allowed the route to continue eastwards. Another bridge over the Meuse River 

existed well upstream, which gave rise to the present-day town of Amay. The latter allowed 

another road, linking Tongeren to Metz, to cross the river. Lastly, Tongeren was in connection 

with the city of Trèves from a road crossing the Meuse between Herstal and Jupille thanks to 

a ford and the island occupying the bed of the river at that place. Beside these main roads 

there were secondary roads in the region, like the one going for example from Maastricht to 

Herstal. 

 

Liège seems to be a bit off-center in relation to these footpaths. On the other hand, it is 

located on the banks of the Meuse, at the mouth of the Legia, in a place conducive to housing. 

Liège’s first settlement in historic times was a Roman villa (as was perhaps the case in 

Maastricht, if so: located underneath the Servatius church on the Vrijthof; ca. 100 AD). As 

Lambertus is said to have been killed in “the Roman villa” (what obviously never can be the 

case, unless this villa remained existent for 600 years), the remains of this villa must have been 

used as stone quarry or framework to build early Middle Ages housing quarters. This re-use 

of Roman villae is seen often in the Euregio. Lambertus will have been murdered in a part of 

the villa, which was re-used, probably using the existing stone walls and covering it with a new 

roof, or so. Unlike the sites of Namur, Huy or Maastricht in particular, Liège does not seem to 

have developed artisanal zones during antiquity or the very early Middle Ages.  

 

 

Historical period: 

The period of interest here is at the crossroads between the Merovingian and Carolingian 

periods. Since the 6th century, the Merovingian kings, successors of Clovis (around 466 – 511) 

reigned over a large territory. Unfortunately, with each succession, the kingdom was divided 

between the heirs. Crises and wars were therefore frequent between them. The Merovingian 

kingdom weakened in favor of the aristocracy: indeed, The Merovingian kings were less and 

less invested in their role. Sometimes they came to the throne as children. The ‘de facto’ rulers 

were the mayors of the palace. 

 

Among the latter an Austrasian family, that of the Pippinids, became increasingly powerful. It 

takes its name from Pépin de Landen (or Pepin the Elder, around 580 - 640), mayor of the 

palace in Austrasia. His great-grandson, Charles Martel (ca. 688 - 741) managed to get himself 

appointed mayor of the palace of both Austrasia and Neustria. His victory over the Arabs at 

Poitiers in 732 gave him an authority that brought him de facto, but not officially, to the 

throne. It is from his first name (Charles, Carolus) as well as that of his grandson Charlemagne 

(Carolus Magnus) that the name of the Carolingian dynasty comes from. 
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At the time of the assassination of Saint Lambert, the mayor of the Palace in Austrasia was 

Pepin de Herstal (or Pepin the Younger, born around 645 and died in Jupille in September 

714). He was the grandson of Pepin de Landen, and the father of Charles Martel. The latter is 

the fruit of a disputed union with Alpaïde, the second wife of Pepin de Herstal. 

 

 

Connection with other domains and relevance of the storyline:  

This theme is intrinsically connected with the themes of political-territorial organization and 

religious organization.  The relocation to Liège of the see of the bishopric and the 

establishment of a principality linked to this bishopric will result in a double architectural 

manifestation implanted in the heart of the city of Liège.  Indeed: on the very site of the 

assassination of Bishop Lambert, a church was built which was to become a cathedral. Next 

to it, around the year 1000, an episcopal palace has been built. When the bishop became a 

prince bishop, this palace also became the seat of political, economic and judicial power. Over 

time it was enlarged, renovated and restored. Today, the symbol of religious power has 

disappeared (destroyed in 1789) while that of political and judicial power is still standing. 

 

 

III. Historical information:  

 

Context: 

Liege in the High Empire was a little off-centre in relation to the main traffic axes: upstream 

of the ford between Herstal and Jupille, two vici located along the road that linked Tongeren 

to Trier. These two vici provided housing structures equipped with thermal baths and 

decorated with mosaic pavements, necropolises for incineration, storage areas and craft 

areas.  A small temple dedicated to Apollo was also discovered in Jupille.  

The site of Liege is a place suitable for housing: In the course of the 2nd century AD, a villa of 

the "agriaria" type was built. The building is installed on an imposing podium-shaped 

foundation. It presented a certain refinement both in terms of the comfort of the installations 

and their decoration.  This villa was probably abandoned during the troubles of the 2nd half 

of the 3rd c. during the period of military anarchy which saw the appearance, then the 

disappearance of an ephemeral empire of the Gauls.  

The villa has never been restored, but it continued to be frequented. It even became the 

nucleus of a small Merovingian settlement during the 6th century and was an occasional 

residence for the bishops of Tongeren - Maastricht. At the end of the 7th century and at the 

beginning of the 8th century, Bishop Lambert sometimes resided there.  

 

Lambert: 

Lambert was an aristocrat, born in Maastricht in the middle of the 7th century in a noble family 

also established in Maastricht. Maastricht was already at that time the episcopal see of 

Tongeren-Maastricht. Lambert received an advanced education thanks to Theodard, bishop 

of Tongeren-Maastricht, to whom he was recommended by his father.  
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Theodard was assassinated between 669 and 675. Lambert succeeded him and gained 

importance under the Merovingian king Childeric II. Unfortunately, in 675, the king was also 

assassinated and a very unstable period ensued. In 679 or 680 Pépin II, known as Pépin de 

Herstal, seized power in Austrasia as mayor of the Palace. In the meantime, bishop Lambert 

had been deposed in favour of Pharamond who ran the church of Tongeren-Maastricht for 

seven years. In 682 Pharamond was deposed in his turn and Pépin de Herstal restored Lambert 

on the episcopal throne.   

One can think from all these events that there was, at that time, a clan hostile to Lambert's 

clan and that the death of Childeric II strengthened this clan, then that the coming to power 

of Pépin de Herstal weakened it. At that time, the struggle of family groups for local territorial 

power was common. It is also likely that this clan and power feud was the cause of the 

assassination of Saint Lambert. 

 

Assassination of Lambert:  

During the night of 17 September of an unknown year between 696 and 705, Lambert was 

murdered in the village of Liège. According to the Vita vetustissima, an anonymous document 

written between 727 and 743, two members of Lambert's clan, perhaps even his nephews, 

Petrus and Autlaecus, would have killed Gallus and Rivaldus, two brothers, relatives or in any 

case members of another clan, Dodon's clan. It would therefore be the one who, in retaliation, 

would be at the instigation of the bishop's murder.  According to the Vita vetustissima still, 

the attackers would have entered the place where Lambert was gathering; one of them would 

have climbed on the roof, would have removed the vegetal covering and would have killed 

the bishop with a spear. Lambert's murder is thus one episode among others of a clan war, a 

vendetta.  

At first, Lambert had an aristocratic reflex, that of taking up a weapon Then he renounced it 

and behaved like a man of God. Given the exemplary nature of his life (and death), Lambert 

was immediately considered as a martyr and a saint.  

Dodon and his clan was a powerful group against which even the mayor of the Palace Pepin 

de Herstal was relatively powerless. Perhaps it is to erase this relative impotence that later 

hagiographies give another explanation for the assassination. They suggest in fact that the 

second wife (or concubine) of Pepin de Herstal, Alpaïde, would have asked Dodon (presented 

in this version as her brother) to eliminate Saint Lambert.  The reason given by these late 

authors is that Lambert would have reproached Pepin for his relationship with Alpaïde. 

Contemporary historians have broken this legend in order to re-establish a narrative closer to 

the actual course of events.  

 

After the murder:  

Just after Lambert's murder his successor, Bishop Hubert, brought his body by boat to the 

Saint Peter’s church of Maastricht, probably the current Saint Servatius church. The Saint 

Servatius church is known to have had a Saint Peter-patrocinium in those days. Lambert was 

buried next to his father Aper, who was already buried in, probably, Saint Peter, a village south 

of Maastricht, which had in those days not a church. This village could be the area where the 

family originates from.  
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In Liege, however, emotions quickly grew up around the place of the murder, where then 

miracles began to happen. The cult of Saint Lambert developed to the point that a first building 

(a basilica?), placed under the patronage of Notre-Dame, was built. 

Several years after the assassination, Bishop Hubert had Lambert's relics returned to Liege to 

be buried in the newly constructed building. From then on, the site became a place of 

pilgrimage. The war of the clans that had killed Saint Lambert continued, since in 714 Grimoald 

II (son and designated successor of the mayor of the palace of Pepin de Herstal, who died the 

same year) was assassinated while he was praying at the tomb of Saint Lambert in Liege. It 

can therefore be assumed that Lambert's body had already been brought back from 

Maastricht at that time and that therefore the assassination of Saint Lambert is in fact prior 

to 705. Accordingly to Regis de la Haye, it could have been the 17th of September 705. 

In 727 Bishop Hubert, who resided almost permanently in Liège during his time as bishop, died 

in his turn. According to his wish, he was buried in Liege in the church of Saint Peter, which he 

himself had built next to the building dedicated to Saint Lambert. Sixteen years later, Bishop 

Floribert, who had succeeded Hubert as Bishop of Liège, carried Lambert's relics "on the 

altars", thus manifesting his canonisation by the Church.  

It is difficult to know exactly when the see of the bishopric was transferred from Maastricht 

to Liège. It must certainly have been between the middle of the 8th century and the beginning 

of the following century. All the successors of Pepin de Herstal: Charles Martel, then Pepin le 

Bref and then Charlemagne regularly resided in their palaces in the Liège region, notably 

Charlemagne who celebrated Easter in Liège in 770 and in Herstal in 784. We also know, 

thanks to archaeology, that the first building built after Lambert's death was replaced by a 

larger Carolingian edifice. The latter probably coincides with the double cathedral dedicated 

to Saint-Lambert and Notre-Dame erected when the seat of the bishopric was transferred. 

From then on, Liege became the centre of a bishopric, and then of an episcopal principality. 

For almost a thousand years, the city's physiognomy was marked by the juxtaposed presence 

of a cathedral and an episcopal palace. This functional duality of the place was broken shortly 

after the French and Liège revolutions when, in 1794, the revolutionaries began the 

demolition of the cathedral, which they considered to be the symbol of the power of the 

prince bishop.  

 

Impact of the transfer of the bishopric see: 

The murder of Saint Lambert and its indirect consequence, the transfer of the episcopal see, 

had a considerable influence on the history of the city of Liège but also on regional history. 

Let us note however that three elements contributed to increase the consequences of this 

various fact: Hubert's choice to bring the body back to Liège, the devotion of the Pippinides 

family (who later became Carolingian) and finally the setting up, just before the year 1000, of 

the system of the Imperial Church which made the chief town of the diocese the capital of a 

territorial state.  

Once this configuration was in place, Liege acquired a religious, political and economic 

position of primary importance at the regional (and even international at certain times) level. 

Its architecture and town planning benefited from this, as did the territory of the former 

civitas tungrorum, which became the Principality of Liège and was therefore entirely 

reorganised around this new centre. 
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As the episcopal see moved from Maastricht to Liège in the 8th century, the city of Maastricht, 

with its bridge, churches and trade settlement, nevertheless remained an important economic 

center at the junction of the Bavay-Cologne road and the Meuse. Charlemagne's own 

“biographer”, Éginhard, was provost of St. Servatius in Maastricht. The city also remained an 

important political center with the presence of a royal palace installed in the vicinity of the 

Vrijthof. And - as in Tongeren - the links between the new St. Lambert's Cathedral and the old 

St. Mary's Cathedral in Maastricht remained important. Lambertus was a Maastricht-born 

bishop who resided there in the late 7th c. He was murdered in Liège in ca. 705 AD. His 

presumable see in Maastricht was the old church that was built in a corner of the old Roman 

fortification. This episcopal church was mentioned in 694 AD as Saint-Mary’s church. It was 

this church and location that stayed the center of the bishop see for some decades. Besides 

the see that was moved to Liège in the 8th or early 9th century, the relationships between 

Tongeren, Maastricht and Liège were close, at least concerning the Churches of Our Lady, 

being part of the world of the family of Lambert, the socalled Lambertiani. The church of Saint 

Servatius functioned more on itself and was the church of the Servatiani (the family of 

Servatius). 

 

 

IV. Different perspectives:  

From Tongeren point of view: 

Around 10 B.C., Tongeren was founded by the Romans as the capital of the city of Tongeren. 

Until the 3rd quarter of the 4th century, it was an opulent city. However, from the end of the 

3rd century onwards, the city declined slowly and steadily to the point where it was almost 

deserted by the beginning of the 5th century. This decline may have been due to the fact that 

the traffic on the Boulogne-Cologne route, which passed through Tongeren, was considerably 

reduced in favour of river traffic on the Meuse. The city of Maastricht benefited from this shift.  

As early as the middle of the fourth century, but perhaps earlier, Tongeren became the seat 

of a bishopric that took over the boundaries of the Roman city. The first bishop attested in 

written sources is Servais who is mentioned in 346. The thing is that Servatius is mentioned as 

bishop (somewhere) in Gallia in the 4th c, but not as bishop of Tongeren. The bishop lists are 

apocryphal and not to be taken/trusted literally. Regis de la Haye reconstructs that a historic 

bishop Servatius of Gallia must/will have existed in the 4th c and that probably a second 

Servatius (in the 5th c.?) will have existed. On his – the latter - (supposed) grave in Maastricht 

a liturgic tradition grew, based on the relics of the supposed saint, based on the (burial) church 

of Monulph and based on the many pilgrims who visited this grave. A grave on which miracles 

are said to have happened. The worship of Servatius (or: the person buried in the grave on 

which the magnum templum was built) already existed before Monulph canonised him, by 

bringing his physical remains into a new church to honour him (the socalled magnum 

templum). Monulph enlarged the attention for and worshipping of Servatius dramatically. It 

was the Maastricht bishop Monulph who made Servatius famous. Monulph focussed his 

attention on Servatius probably because he searched for a predecessor/an old saint to give 

his own bishopric enough historical depth and so to legitimize it. Without Monulph, Servatius 

would have never gotten the position he has today. 
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In the 5th or 6th century, the first church was built in Tongeren on a site that had been 

occupied by a domus in Roman times. Seven religious buildings followed on the site, up to the 

present Gothic basilica. In the 10th century, a monastery was founded around the basilica.  

 

From Maastricht point of view:  

From the 4th century onwards, the city of Maastricht gained in importance at the expense of 

the city of Tongeren: it was situated on the banks of the Meuse, where a bridge crossed the 

river. Maastricht was in 333 AD (or perhaps 60 years earlier) converted from a road aligned 

settlement into a small military fortress, with stone walls, ditches, probably on both sides of 

the Meuse. 

 

In the sixth century, Gregor of Tours mentioned Maastricht two times. First one is in the Glory 

of the Confessors (paragraph 71), a book about miracles,  and the second one is in History of 

the Franks (book 2, paragraph 5) dedicated to the consequence of the Hun’s attacks. There, 

Gregor of Tours writes  that in the fourth or fifth century (during the attacks of the Huns in 

450 AD) a legendary bishop Servatius is said to have been buried along the Roman road, near 

the bridge across the Meuse. Accordingly to Wetzels 2017, neither of Gregor’s publications 

tell in their core stories about Maastricht of Servatius, both are just figurants or examples.   

 

From the fifth century onwards, the central power of the Roman state disintegrates. Power 

became fragmented and was held locally by elites, mostly from aristocratic families. In 

addition to holding political power, these families also held religious power. Bishops were 

usually chosen from among their members. In the sixth, seventh and eighth centuries, the 

bishops of Tongeren resided in Maastricht, while bearing the title of bishop of Tongeren 

(sometimes bishops of Tongeren Maastricht). Bishop Monulphe had a first church built on the 

(real or supposed) grave of St. Servatius, which later became a basilica. 

 

St. Lambert was born in Maastricht in the 7th century into an aristocratic family. He was 

educated there by the bishop Theordard, whom he succeeded.  After his murder in Liège, his 

body was brought back to Maastricht and buried in the church of St. Peter in the same grave 

as his father. A few years later, however, his body was brought back to Liege.  

 

From Aachen point of view: 

Jupille, Chèvremont and Herstal in the Meuse valley are not the only Pippinid palaces of the 

second half of the 8th century.  Other palaces gained in importance. They were sometimes 

hunting residences and more often than not were visited in winter. This is the case of Aachen, 

where Pepin the Short spent the winter of 765/66, and where Charlemagne stayed during the 

winter of 768/69. Charlemagne issued his famous capitulary Admonitio generalis (general 

exhortation) in Aachen. The construction of the new palace complex was probably also 

decided at this time. 

Contrary to the habits of the Merovingian rulers, Charlemagne chose to establish a fixed 

capital with administrative centralisation, the presence of his court and his treasury, following 

the ancient roman model. He chose Aachen perhaps because of the emperor's taste for hot 

springs.  

Charlemagne began construction of his new palace around 792, which consisted of a grouping 

of different buildings necessary for the exercise of power and the life of a court. The 
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construction of the complex took about 12 years, a relatively short period of construction 

compared to the size of the site. The palace itself was occupied as early as 800. The chapel, 

which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, was consecrated by Pope Leo III in 804. 

The choice of Aachen also meant that the palace in Herstal was ousted in favour of Aachen.  

It is possible that the compensation for this displacement was the transfer of the seat of the 

bishopric from Maastricht to Liège. If this hypothesis proves to be correct, it could be said that 

it was the importance of Herstal before its ousting that caused the transfer of the seat of the 

bishopric to Liège.  

 

From Julich point of view: 

Surrounded by a wall in the late 3rd or 4th century, Julich may have been home to a caste of 

Frankish warriors who defended the fort, initially for the Romans, and later on their own 

account. Later, Julich became part of the Merovingian royal domain in the early 6th century. 

Even then, the majority of the population adopted Germanic customs. With the fortified 

infrastructure still standing, Juelich was a fortified town throughout the early Middle Ages and 

even into the Renaissance. As early as the 6th century, it was also a place where at least one 

money workshop was located.  

There is little information about the activity of Julich between 300 and 850, but it is known 

that a nearby town, Düren, fulfilled a similar function to that of Aachen in the 8th century, i.e. 

a hunting and winter residence. It would seem that the use of Duren preceded that of Aachen, 

since a large court gathering is known to have taken place on 15 August 747, accompanied by 

a synod. In 761, Pippin the Short also chose this palace to assert his authority over Carloman. 

Further official meetings took place here in 770, 775 and 779. In addition, Pippin the Short 

and Charlemagne stayed in Düren in 758, 774 and 782. It is possible that the remains of a 

three-aisled basilica found underneath the present-day St. Anne's Church are those of the 

church dedicated to St. Martin in the Carolingian palace built by Pepin the Short or 

Charlemagne. 

 

From Toxandrie (Hasselt and Leopoldsbourg ?) point of view: 

According to the texts, Lambert was reputed to speak the North Germanic language, which 

was probably his native tongue. Consequently, he focused his evangelisation campaigns on 

Toxandria. The bishopric of Liège extended into Toxandria, where only the deanery of 

Antwerp (the westernmost) was under the jurisdiction of another bishopric, that of Cambrai. 

 

 

V. Common Euregional experience:  

General situation:  

The transfer of the seat of the bishopric from Maastricht to Liège at the end of the 8th century 

or the beginning of the 9th century took place in a transitional historical context: for more 

than three years, political, economic and religious power had been fragmented. It was a 

source of very violent conflicts between the different clans. Power was exercised in an 

itinerant and decentralised manner. 
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With the rise of the Pippinids and especially the advent of Charlemagne, the political and 

religious organisation adopted a new mode of operation, very much inspired by the Roman 

world. Power was more concentrated and centralised, and the central places became 

sedentary once again. 

 

In the Euregio, two cities benefited from this period: Aachen and Liège. If Aachen was chosen 

directly by the Emperor, the fortune of Liège rests on two random events: the first being the 

assassination of Lambert within its walls, the second being the place occupied by Herstal in 

the 8th century. 

 

 

Overlap and similarities: 

This period is characterised by the economic and political dominance of the towns on the 

banks of the Meuse, with the notable exception of Aachen. The areas away from the Meuse 

were decentralised and underwent less development. The agglomerations live and grow at a 

different rythm. 

 

In this context, the transfer of the episcopal see did not have a great influence on the daily life 

and organisation of the other towns in the Euregio. Nor did it have any immediate influence 

on the rural areas. On the other hand, in the medium term, the rise in power of Liege following 

the creation of the episcopal principality in the 11th century was an important factor in the 

entire medieval political, economic and religious organisation. 

 

 

VI. Where to visit:  

 

Archeoforum de Liège:  

The Archéoforum of Liège is both a museum and an archaeological site. It is located 

underneath the current Place Saint-Lambert and covers more than 3,725 m². Excavations in 

the Place Saint Lambert have brought to light remains dating back almost 9,000 years. 

Mesolithic, Gallo-Roman, Merovingian, Carolingian, Romanesque and Gothic traces are still 

visible today.  With them, the roots of Liège have been carefully preserved. Indeed, it was 

here, in an annex of the Gallo-Roman villa, that Bishop Lambert was murdered at the 

beginning of the 8th century.  

The Archéoforum offers visitors a museum trail through the still preserved remains: from the 

Gallo-Roman villa to the foundations of the Gothic cathedral, each period is physically 

represented by fragments of walls, architectural elements or objects from daily life. The 

scenography is structured around a timeline, evoking the urban landscape over the centuries. 

A series of showcases containing numerous previously unseen pieces from the collections and 

reserves of the Grand Curtius and the Walloon Region's Provincial Archaeology Service 

punctuate the tour and explore the various themes addressed. 

 

The Archéoforum also provides its visitors with interactive digital tablets.  Quadrilingual, they 

offer, with flexibility and simplicity, an exceptional set of documents. They cover topics as 

varied as excavation techniques, conservation measures, daily life in a Gallo-Roman villa and 

the construction of cathedrals. Two 3D virtual experiments are also available. 
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Archeoforum 3D experience 1: The hemi-dome allows visitors to observe the current tangle 

of western walls of the various buildings that succeeded the Gallo-Roman villa following 

Lambert's assassination.  These buildings are: the Merovingian church, the Carolingian 

cathedral, the Notgerian - Romanesque cathedral and the Gothic cathedral. The position of 

the visitor's area is outside these ancient buildings. In the current state of the room, it is rather 

difficult to make non-specialists aware of two important things, such as where they are in 

relation to St. Lambert's Square or the actual elevation of the ancient buildings. The virtual 

reality experience helps to answer these two questions.  

 

Indeed, thanks to virtual glasses, visitors can witness the successive reconstruction of each of 

these walls, from the most recent to the oldest. The viewer - manipulator of the virtual helmet 

- can explore these old gables by deciding where to point his binoculars. Then the walls 

disappear to make way for the Gallo-Roman villa. The visitor steps back and gradually rises 

into the air. He discovers the Roman landscape, and begins a slow aerial rotation around the 

site and witnesses its evolution over time. 

 

Archeoforum 3D experience 2:  The first crypt was built by Prince Bishop Notger as a shrine to 

house the relics of St. Lambert and to allow pilgrims to worship. The crypt was most probably 

built on the site of the martyrium, i.e. the place where Lambert was murdered around the 

year 700. At the moment, it is difficult for the visitor to imagine that this sort of cellar was 

originally a wooden hut, which stood against the Roman villa. It is also difficult to imagine the 

interior of the Notgerian crypt, which was so popular in the 11th century.  

 

The virtual reality experience that has been set up manages to re-implant a Merovingian hut 

in space, in the place where it was probably located. The assassination of Lambert is evoked 

through a filmed scene embedded in the virtual hut.  This hut is then transformed into the 

interior of the 11th century crypt. The shrine containing the relics of St. Lambert is shown and 

pilgrims walk around the shrine. 
 

Treasure Museum of Saint Paul's Cathedral in Liège : 

The Treasure Museum of Saint Paul's Cathedral in Liège contains magnificent objects that bear 

witness to Saint Lambert or to his cult.  

 

Lambert's Second Shroud (11th century): This cloth surrounded the first shroud, directly in 

contact with Lambert's relics. It is thought to have come from a Byzantine or Islamic workshop 

and to date from the second half of the 10th century or the first half of the 11th century. This 

shroud may have been given to the remains of Saint Lambert by Notger. 

 

Shrine of Saint Lambert (12th century): this shrine was made to thank Saint Lambert for the 

'Triumph of Bouillon', i.e. the recapture by the Liège people in 1141 of the castle confiscated 

by the Barrois. This order came from Bishop Albéron II, who had a new shrine made and 

transferred the relics to it on 19 December 1143.  

Reliquary of Charles the Bold: this ex-voto was commissioned by Charles the Bold in 1467 from 

Gérard Loyet, a goldsmith in Lille, for the cathedral of Notre-Dame-et-Saint-Lambert in Liège. 

It depicts Duke Charles the Bold, kneeling, and Saint George. Charles the Bold is holding a 

reliquary containing a relic of Saint Lambert. 

 



 

Terra Mosana   -   Workpackage 2   -   Deliverable No. DT 2.2.1 (U)   
Central places – ‘From Maastricht to Liège – How the violent death … on the Euregio’   -   definitive version 

 

14 

Reliquary bust of St. Lambert: it has made in Aachen by the goldsmith Hans von Reutlingen, 

before 1512. It is the largest late Gothic reliquary bust in Europe. It contains the relic of the 

skull of Saint Lambert. The donor is depicted on the plinth below. The donor is Erard de la 

Marck, Prince-Bishop of Liege (1505-1538).  

 

Tongeren Basilica of Our Lady : 

The Basilica: The Basilica of Our Lady, in its present state, dates from the 13th century. It is an 

important centre of Marian pilgrimage. Since 1999, the tower of the basilica has been listed 

as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, along with 32 other Belgian belfries. A virtual reality 

experience allows you to see the evolution of the building in 3D. 

 

The teseum: the treasury of Notre Dame Cathedral houses numerous works of art and ancient 

relics. The archaeological remains can also be accessed here. 

 

The cloister: The magnificent Romanesque cloister dates partly from the 12th century. It is 

one of the last remains of the former monastery that surrounded the present basilica. 

 

Maastricht: Church of St Servais:  

St. Servais was buried in Maastricht in 384, according to the legend written down by Gregor 

of Tours in 580 AD. He was buried along a traffic route, a custom also required by Roman law. 

The date of 384 is definitively historically incorrect and a later construct of religious historians. 

The tomb of a Roman grave - the supposed grave of Servatius - will have been surmounted by 

a small wooden chapel and miracles occurred during its existence. This was before Monulph 

started the “Servatius cult”. The wooden chapel was replaced around 550/560 AD by a first 

stone church on the initiative of bishop Monulph (a magnum templum). Monulph build this 

chapel also (or primarily?) as a family burial chapel/church.  A new building was built in the 

8th century (possibly to thank Saint Servais for the help he gave to Charles Martel during his 

victory in 721 against the Saracens in Narbonne). In the 11th century (initiated in 1039 AD), a 

new church was built in Romanesque style, later supplemented with Gothic elements.  

 

Dome of Aachen: 

The only surviving building of Charlemagne's former palace, the palatine chapel was given a 

very elaborate plan: it consists of a central octagon with a diameter of 16.54 metres and a 

hexadecagonal ambulatory (sixteen-sided polygon). In the ambulatory there are eight 

hexagonal bays (cross-vaulted, no doublets). The central octagonal plan is changed to the 

peripheral hexadecagonal plan by the addition of triangular vaults (quarter vaults). A 

rectangular apse was built on the east side, which has disappeared. The building has three 

levels and is topped by an eight-sided dome. A 3D virtual visit of the dome is possible: on the 

internet or in the dome itself, using special equipment. 

 

VII. Storyline products: Paragraph merged with point 6 
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Liège Archeoforum : http://www.archeoforumdeliege.be/ 

Treasure Museum of Saint Paul's Cathedral in Liège: https://www.tresordeliege.be/le-

tresor/ 

Tongeren Teseum: https://teseum.be/en/ 

Maastricht: Church of St Servais: https://www.sintservaas.nl/en 

Dome of Aachen: https://www.aachenerdom.de/en/ and 

https://www.aachenerdom.de/en/cathedral-experience/3d-virtual-tour/ 
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